The role of capsaicin-sensitive afferent nerves in protective effect of capsaicin against absolute ethanol-induced gastric lesions in rats.
The role of capsaicin-sensitive afferent nerves in gastroprotection by capsaicin was investigated in the absolute ethanol-induced gastric lesion model in rats. Capsaicin (0.1 and 0.5 mg/kg, p.o.) inhibited the lesion formation dose-dependently. The protective effect of capsaicin was attenuated by indomethacin-pretreatment and disappeared in capsaicin-sensitive nerve degenerated rats. Capsaicin did not induce the distension of gastric mucosal folds. These results suggested that stimulation of capsaicin-sensitive afferent nerves by capsaicin would enhance the prostaglandin formation, leading to an inhibition of gastric lesions.